PKPS MEETING APRIL 12 , 2008 —9AM

KULL SCAPE —

1401 MEADOWS AVE, EAST PEORIA, IL
(PARKING AT THE CHURCH OF NAZARENE)

Volume 12, Issue 03
OUR PKPS
DUES ARE DUE THIS
MONTH.
$20.00
PLEASE PAY OUR
TREASURER AT THE
MONTHLY MEETING.
Jean Clarke
6934 N. St. Mary’s Road
Peoria, Illinois 61614

This meeting at
Kull Scapes will be
about Landscaping
around our ponds to
make them more beautiful than they are already.
One of the fine
Kull Scape employees
will be giving a brief talk
on landscape design.

April 12 , 2008
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
TO
DENISE HUDKINS

Many thanks to
Kull Scape and the employees for offering their
business for our meeting.

Special points of interest:
• Kullscapes meeting
• Club Dues are DUE NOW
• ALWAYS REMEMBER TO Bring
LAWN CHAIRS, JUST IN CASE1
• Feel free to take a gander at our
web site, Allan is trying to keep it
updated.
• Buss trip sign up
• Please submit your pond for the
feature of the month.
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POND/WATER FEATURE
A TASTE OF SOUTHWEST
Tom and Joan Trotter:
In the beginning——
There was this shovel, just
taking up space in the corner,
and feeling very lonely with
the rakes and lawnmowers,
and assorted garden tools,
Tom felt sorry for it and put it
to work, ( well, maybe the
shovel put Tom to work).
Shovel full, after
shovel full, Tom dug and dug,
to reach their thing of beauty
they were striving for. And a
thing of beauty it is, with the
unique Southwest design
looking like it should be in
Mexico.
It is about 1500 gallons with
a depth of 2 1/2 - 3’ with
plenty of room for the 25 Koi
and Goldfish to swim in.
The overall design is Kidney
shape with lots of shelves for
an abundance of rock and
beautiful plants in and around
the Pond

It has taken about 2-3
months to construct as energy
and weather would permit.
Tom and Joan have a biological filtration system and the
pump is 4000 GPH which is
plenty for their pond and the
16” waterfall dropping into
the pool. With the pictures of
it, everyone can see it is one
that really needs to be seen.
Tom and Joan,,, its an A+.

BY Ron Kramer
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THROUGH THE FISH EYE
Problems With Spring
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Reprinted from Microbe-Lift Newsletter, publication of
Ecological Laboratories, Inc

ways eating small amounts, in
their natural environment.
In spring, your fish will face
Think of them as a herd of
many stresses; the weather,
cattle, grazing all day and
predators, parasites and disinto the night. Their stomach
ease, to name a few. I’m sure
is an elongated intestine
( when temperatures dictate)
which will continue to procyour fish will once again start
ess today’s food for the next
swimming at the surface, nib3-4 days before it is empty.
bling algae off the sides of the
Of course, that is at 60-70F
pond. Most likely some of
temperatures, not 45-50F. At
you will dig out some of last
lower temperatures the whole
year’s leftover fish food. One
process will slow down and
of the biggest spring probeventually cease altogether.
lems is the fluctuating temThis is the reason not to feed
peratures, the uncertainty of
on a nice sunny day in March
tomorrow's weather.
or April, if there is any
Although we are never sure
chance of the temperatures
what the following day (or
dropping again. Your fish do
the next hour) will bring,
not benefit from a ‘full stomspring can throw seeminglyach” as you do, but will benesummer days followed by
fit more from being able to
blizzards. It is not the time to extract nutrients from that
start feeding the fish. Once
food you fed them over the
your area is reliably frostnext few days.
free, last frost day May 15,
The next problem is last
you can consider starting to
year’s fish food. By this time
feed, preferably with a wheat
it has lost a lot of its nutrigerm-based food. Your fish
tional value, as amino acids
do not have the brain process
break down in a relatively
that tells them (at least not
short period of time. This is
accurately!) when they are
especially true if the food was
hungry. They are foragers, al-

not vacuum-sealed when it
was new. Freezing foods can
disrupt molecules and reduce
nutrition, so freezing is not
recommended either. Fat content in old food can become
rancid, too which may not
even be noticeable to you, but
your fish can become sick
from eating it. The best rule
of thumb is to purchase new
food every season to be sure
you aren’t neglecting, or even
harming your fish.
Our Ways & Means Director,
Lori Kruger, will have a fresh
supply of food and bacteria at
our meeting.
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TID BITS OF INFO
Does any new member
need a “Pond Member Handbook”
If so please let Ron Kramer know
so they can be made. I am going to
make about 10 of them sometime
in the near future.

by Ron Kramer

Ask not what the
club can do for you,,,
Ask what you can do
for your club.

____________________________

THE
PKPS

BUS TRIP IN SEPTEMBER
SIGN-UP EARLY THERE ARE
ONLY 55 SEATS AVALIBLE.
IF YA SNOOZE YA LOOSE!!
——————————————
If you would like to submit
an article for the news letter, just
do the research and give it to Ron
Kramer to be posted in the newsletter.
—————————————Lori will have the ways
and means table going strong. Get
the items you need while the price
is right, and available.

__________________________
Members, don’t forget to tell Ron
Kramer your birthday month so It
can be splashed all over the newsletter.
____________________________
Don’t forget to give Ron Kramer
information about your beautiful
pond to be the feature of the
month. Its not hard at all, just need
a couple pictures and answer a few
questions and it’s a done deal.
Hope to hear from a bunch of you
this year. Don’t be shy.

DUES
ARE
DUE
NOW!!!
“PLEASE”
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HERONS
Folks think that Heron
decoys work. Well, here’s
some news.
I am a veterinarian who has
done a considerable house
call practice. There are a lot
of things on the market which
are sold to repel or stop herons from coming to your
pond for a meal.
I’ve encountered Herons
which will readily eat fish
form ponds with:
1) Heron decoys
2) Inflatable snakes
3) Inflatable or other “Owl
Eyes”
4) Synthetic owls
It’s interesting about the
Heron decoy. The USFWS
did a study on Herons and
they found them to be solitary
birds, preferring to travel and
fish alone. Recently marketing weasels have figured out
that if they put a decoy near a
pond, perhaps that would repel the Heron, since h wants
to be a lone...Right?
WRONG.
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BY Doc Johnson-KOIVET.com

The Heron prefers to be
alone, however, according to
the USFWS the sight of another bird or Heron at water’s
edge means that it’s safe to
land!!!
You’ll see Herons landing on
the opposite side of the pond,
eat their fill and take off without a care.
The most effective method is
a pyrotechnic heron scared—
which is a unit which fires a
pyrotechnical charge (a li6ttle
firecracker) every three to fifteen minutes, often at random.
They can be heard for miles
and the sound repels the Herons. These are the ones they
use at Fisheries in the middle
of nowhere. They are very effective but they are VERY
loud. Wouldn’t your
neighbors love that?
Probably the very best (and
still practical ) residential
Heron control is the water
sprinkler (?). It is a proprietary branded thing, looks like
some kind of a Toucan, and it
shoots water when it detects.

So, the Heron flies in,
and all of a sudden the sprinkler comes on. Not that the
Heron minds being wet, but it
startles them and they take off.
Killing a Heron (which
is a migratory bird) is very
easy because they have a sizeable body and they think that
by staying “stock-still” you
can not see them. However,
it’s important that you know if
you kill a Heron, and your
neighbor sees you, they can
have you JAILED with the
carcass unless you give him
your large screen TV. Don’t
confer that kind of power on
anyone. REPEL THE HERON
BEFORE YOU TRY ANYTHING LIKE KILLING IT.
Best Regards
Doc Johnson
A note from Doc: Interesting
too, I found out that Ducks
and Geese are usually not repelled by the scarecrow. Neither are my kids!!! Ha,ha

Prairieland Koi
& Pond Society
Ron Kramer
President/Editor
1408 S. 14th Street
Pekin, IL 61554
Phone: 309-645-4459
E-mail: buggs844@comcast.net

We’re on the web!!!
http://prairieland_pond.tripod.com/
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